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I frequently took notice to my landlady of Ms ex-
ceeding modesty, and* she again used to tell me, she
believed it was so from the beginning ; however she
used to tell me that she thought I ought to expect
some gratifications from him for my company, for
indeed he did as it were engross me. I told her, I
had not given him the least occasion to think I
wanted it, or that I would accept of it from him;
she told me, she would take that part upon her, and
she managed it so dexterously, that the first time we
were together alone, after she had talked with him,
lie began to inquire a little into my circumstances,
as how I had subsisted myself since I came on shore, *
and whether I did not want money ? 1 stood off very
boldly; I told him that though my cargo of tobacco
was damaged, yet that it was not quite lost: that
the merchant that I had been consigned to had so
honestly managed for me that I had not wanted,
and that I hoped, with frugal management, I should
make it hold out till more would come, which I ex-
pected by the next fleet; that in the mean time I
had retrenched my expenses, and whereas I kept a
maid last season, now I lived without; and whereas
I had a chamber and a dining-room then on the first
floor, I now had but one room two pair of stairs,
and the like; but I live, said I, as well satisfied now
as then; adding, that his company had made me
live much more cheerfully than otherwise I should
have done, for which I was much obliged to him;
and so I put off all room for any offer at the present.
It was not long before he attacked me again, and
told me he found that I was backward to trust him
with the secret of my circumstances, which he was
sorry for; assuring me that he inquired into it with
no design to satisfy his own curiosity, but merely to
assist me if there was any occasion; but since I
would not own myself to stand in need of any assist-
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